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FOETAL ALCOHOL SPECTRUM DISORDER 
Statement 

HON NICK GOIRAN (South Metropolitan) [10.05 pm]: I am provoked to respond to the contribution by Hon 
Sally Talbot, who simply does not understand that 20 votes against 10 is a comprehensive defeat of the motion 
moved by the honourable member. Unfortunately, the honourable member cannot help but  undertake these 
attacks on the Minister for Child Protection. I have to ask myself the question: what is it about this minister that 
so intimidates Hon Sally Talbot, because, day after day, we hear the same tripe from her? 

It is particularly interesting that after the state election in March this year, the Australian Labor Party decided, by 
whatever mechanism it makes its decisions, to make Hon Sally Talbot the shadow Minister for Child Protection. 
To this day, I have never understood that decision. What we have seen today outlines how ridiculous that 
decision was. With all due respect to the honourable member, the member’s previous shadow portfolio of 
environment was at least a topic which she knows something about and on which she is able to contribute 
usefully to the discussion. I acknowledge that on the issue of the environment, the honourable member would be 
able to contribute to the debate better than I could. But it is bizarre that members opposite decided to remove 
from Hon Sally Talbot a portfolio in an area that she knows something about and give her a portfolio in an area 
that she knows absolutely nothing about.  

The member then comes into this place and day after day makes these silly attacks on the minister. The minister 
is an extremely conscientious member of cabinet and of this place. But, unfortunately, that is something that Hon 
Sally Talbot cannot seem to accept. So we end up having—to take the words from Hon Sally Talbot herself—
these snide remarks made. Hon Sally Talbot then got the attack person from her side, Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich, to 
embark upon an absolutely extraordinary attack on the minister, unwarranted as it was, and deserving of an 
apology, which still has not been forthcoming. I note that Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich continues to refuse to provide 
an apology. That is what happens.  

After all that, members considered the debate and what was said by Hon Sally Talbot, and voted against the 
motion 20 votes to 10. During the contribution by Hon Sally Talbot, she started to get a bit confused about the 
mathematics involved. Members might remember that Hon Sally Talbot made some remarks on the motion that 
was debated prior to her own motion. That motion was on the important matter of the mining tax—yet another 
despicable attack by the Australian Labor Party on Western Australia. I might add, for the benefit of those who 
are not skilled in mathematics, that that motion was very well supported by members of this place. Very few 
members decided to oppose that motion. Interestingly, even fewer members decide to support the motion moved 
by Hon Sally Talbot. 

It is interesting that the first two substantive motions that the Legislative Council has had to debate over the past 
four weeks have both resulted in Hon Sally Talbot clearly being on the wrong side of the ledger. Perhaps it is 
something she is not comfortable with. As I said, perhaps she is intimidated by Hon Helen Morton. I can 
understand that. Maybe she is intimidated by the perseverance and skilful nature of this minister. I would say to 
the honourable member, through you, Mr President, to get over it. When she drafts motions and brings them into 
this place, she should ensure that they are of a standard that some of us might be inclined to support. She should 
try to persuade us with the skill of her own argument. Unfortunately, that did not happen on this occasion. I can 
only hope that things will improve over the next three years as we embark on the many motions before us.  

House adjourned at 10.10 pm 

__________  
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